scopic morphology; and presence of partial acid fastness by the modified Kinyoun stain (4, 5) .
Isolates were identified as Nocardia species when they possessed meso-diaminopimelic acid, arabinose and galactose, and nocardiomycolic acid in whole-cell extracts. Further, isolates were assigned to the N. asteroides complex when they exhibited the following characteristics: branching and/or fragmenting, partially acid-fast, gram-positive rods; reduction of nitrate; hydrolysis of urea and esculin; and lack of decomposition of casein, tyrosine, xanthine, or hypoxanthine (4, 5) .
All isolates in this study were tested for the production of milky-white opacification of Middlebrook 7H10 agar, which was prepared according to the instructions of the manufacturer and incubated at 28 and 35°C, with readings at 5 and 10 days.
Organisms within the N. asteroides complex were tested for growth at 45°C on horse blood agar at 3 days and for susceptibility to tobramycin, cefotaxime, and erythromycin. Disc diffusion susceptibility testing was performed by the method described by Wallace (8) .
Results of susceptibility testing for N. asteroides were variable, as has been reported elsewhere (9) . Cefotaxime resistance was found in 4 of 9 human clinical isolates from Australia, the 4 fish isolates, and the 4 soil isolates from Iceland and Indonesia; 11 of these had no zone of inhibition, and 1 had a zone of 16 mm, where .19 mm is resistant. This finding may reflect a diversity of source or geography, since it differs from the report of Wallace et al. (10) . Boiron 
